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We have 90 days to
Develop competent readers, writers, and mathematicians
Cultivate scientists, explorers, innovators and communicators of learning
Foster compassion and empathy for others

New Year, New Goals
Demonstrating Compassion
Grant Dollars Come to Mesa
Visual and Performing Arts
Leading the Way
Student Learning

The Almanac is a District publication that is
published twice yearly by the Office of the
Superintendent at Mesa Union School District.

As we welcome the new year, what resolutions will your family put into place?
Whether you are a parent, grandparent, another family member or even a teacher, now
is a great time to think about ways you can support the students in your life. I challenge
everyone in the Mesa School community to make school a family affair by committing to
one New Year school resolution. What will you pledge to do this year? Share your resolution
by posting it at Mesa Union School and join Mesa Union’s school community today.
Here are some ideas to get you started:
My resolution is to set a new rule: lights out at 9:00 p.m.
or 9:30 p.m., if you read. - parent
My school year resolution is to challenge my niece and nephew to
read more, develop better study habits and encourage them to
do their best. - family member

I want my students to understand how important it is
to show their parents what they are learning every
day. - teacher
My New Year’s
resolution is to do my
absolute best and
give 100% in everything I do in school and sports. - student
Let’s make 2018 our best year yet!
Jeff Turner
Superintendent

Mesa Union School District has served the children
and families in this area since 1937, when Del
Norte School District and Center School District
merged to form one district. Eight acres were
purchased for $500 per acre from Mrs. Phillips,
and in 1939, Mesa Union School was built. The
original school consisted of three buildings and the
custodian’s home. Three teachers taught 68
students. As the number of students increased,
the school facilities grew. In 1951, two new
classrooms, a cafeteria, and office were added. In
1951, the first kindergarten class was started; two
additional rooms were constructed in 1956. Six
additional classrooms were added in 1964,
followed by six more in 1968. With the advent of
class size reduction, four new classrooms were
added in 1997 and 1998.
Today, Mesa Union School provides a first-class
education for approximately 650 students in
grades TK-8. The Board has overseen
modernization projects in order to create
classroom environments that reflect twenty-first
century teaching and learning. In November 2002,
our community passed Proposition H – a local
school bond. Augmented with state Proposition 47
monies, Prop H funded modernization and
construction of a state-of-the-art computer lab,
library, science lab and multi-purpose room. In
2008, local residents passed Measure A, which
funded a PE room, playfields, parking lot upgrades
and a traffic light at the school entrance.

The Mesa Way...
Demonstrating Compassion through the Mesa Cares Campaign
The generosity of the school community through the recent Mesa Cares Campaign enabled
Mesa Union to support 43 families that were in need over the holidays or were affected by
the Thomas Fire. Families were provided a complete holiday meal, along with other staples.
Families also received toys, gift cards, and gently used sweaters and coats based on their
needs. With the adversity our community faced during the Thomas Fire and corresponding
school closures, this proved to be a genuine gesture of compassion.
Grant Dollars Come to Mesa
The California Clean Energy Jobs Act (Proposition 39) allocates monies to eligible projects to
improve energy efficiency and expand clean energy generation in schools. Mesa Union
School District submitted an energy expenditure plan application to the California Energy
Commission and was awarded a $268,000 grant enabling the District to replace all interior
lighting, aging air-conditioning units, and thermostats in classrooms, offices, and other
facilities.

What
We Love
We love caring for Mesa Families.

We love it when new technology reduces
our energy consumption.

The District will be able to make improvements to its internet connectivity at Mesa Union
School as a result of $49,000 in new E-rate monies that were awarded to the school. The
grant dollars enabled new fiber optic cable to be installed, thereby increasing its internet
speed from 100 megabits to 1 gigabit. The District will also be able to replace all wireless
access points throughout its facilities.
Mesa Union School District was awarded a School Nutrition Program Grant for $6,000 to
purchase equipment for the kitchen. The kitchen plans to purchase a freezer with the monies
received.

We love to use technology to connect,
collaborate, and present our learning.

Mesa Union also received a $25,000 Multi-tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Grant to support
the development and implementation of academic and social emotional interventions for
struggling students.
Finally, the Ventura County Innovates Grant was awarded to the District in the amount of
$15,000 to support College and Career Pathways through the development of electives. The
grant supports newly developed Robotics and Oceanography electives offered at Mesa Union
Middle School.
Visual and Performing Arts
Mesa Union School District is committed to creating a coherent K-8 music program for
students and hired the school’s first full-time credentialed music teacher this year. Coupled
with the work of Janet Lindsey, whose position is funded by the Mesa Union Education
Foundation, Mr. Goad co-hosted Mesa Union’s inaugural Winter Concert where

We love research, inquiry, exploration,
and projects.

approximately 300 students performed, representing nearly 50% of the school's total
population, and lasting 70 minutes. The concert was a large logistical undertaking to
coordinate seating for the parents, staging for the ensembles prior to their taking the stage,
accommodating the different ensembles on the cafeteria stage, teacher and parent
volunteers, and PFO refreshments. The concert was a great success with five different
ensembles performing, including: 3rd grade recorders, 4th grade ukulele, 5th grade band, 6th
grade band, and 7th and 8th grade guitars. Mrs. Lindsey and Mr. Goad are also planning a
spring concert in May.
Planet Emoji, the Musical
Mesa Union’s very own Mrs. Delaurentis, drama teacher, is
partnering with Hip Hop Dance Studios to bring to life the
musical Planet Emoji. The K-8 production will empower students
to stand up for one another, stand up for themselves and be
everyday heroes. Planet Emoji will teach life lessons that will
inspire students to overcome their fears of standing up for
others. It gets to the heart of why students are bystanders,
builds courage, and gives concrete strategies and actions to stop
a bullying situation.
Leading the Way!
Mesa Union and JT Education will be hosting educators from Ventura County on February 12,
2018 as we dig deeper into “Building Depth and Complexity into the Differentiated
Classroom.” The workshop, presented by education leaders include Joanna Lauer, Ed.D,
Alison DeMark, Ed.D, Melanie Montgomery, and Erika Tindell, will provide eight sessions that
will equip teachers with the tools and resources necessary to bridge the gap between talking
about increased instructional rigor and actually designing challenging lessons that necessitate
rigorous high-level thinking. These lessons will empower students to think and solve
problems using skills, similar to disciplinarians and professionals.
Student Learning
The focus of teacher professional development this year is differentiation for all learners,
which is based on differentiating the core curriculum using of the dimensions Depth and
Complexity. These dimensions are represented by visual prompts designed to help students
go beyond surface level understanding of a concept and enhance their ability to think
critically. These critical thinking tools help students dig deeper into a concept (depth) and
understand that concept with greater complexity. These tools support the learning of all
students - struggling learners, English learners, on level learners, and gifted learners. One
measure that assesses students’ ability in grades 3-8 to think critically is the annual California
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). Mesa Union students
traditionally score well on this assessment. In the fall of 2017, the state assessment report
showed that 51% of all Mesa Union students met or exceeded the grade level standards in
Mathematics and 56% met or exceeded grade level standards in English Language Arts.

What
We Love
We love to show our creativity through
song, dance, music, and the arts.

We love partnering with the community
to create opportunities both within and
outside of the classroom that support
learning.

We love collaborating with education
leaders to equip teachers to empower
students in the classroom.

These scores are well above the county and state averages. Parents can find more
information on the newly released California School Dashboard at
https://www.caschooldashboard.org/#/Home.
Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)
The District is in its third year of developing a comprehensive multi-tiered academic and
emotional support system available to all students. MTSS is defined as a data-driven
framework for improving learning outcomes for every student. All students benefit from a
universal system of school-wide supports, such as high quality instructional practices,
textbooks and instructional materials, and access to technology tools. Struggling students
benefit from targeted supports, such as re-teaching
and small group instruction. While a small percentage
of identified students receive intensive, individualized
supports that an intervention specialist or counselor
provide. The recent MTSS grant allows the District to
evaluate the efficacy of current supports and an
opportunity to expand intervention offerings for
struggling students.
Gifted and Talented Education
The District continues to move forward on the 2016-2017 GATE Task Force recommendations
by establishing an integrated GATE model for instruction, providing targeted professional
development for all teachers, offering parent workshop opportunities, implementing new
assessment and identification criteria, and increasing communication to parents of GATE
students.
Teachers are participating in ongoing professional
development that integrates Depth and Complexity Prompts
into instruction while aligning to existing curriculum. The use
of these prompts empowers students to think and solve
problems using skills similar to disciplinarians and
professionals. As a result of the professional development this
year, teachers are increasing the rigor of their instruction by
designing challenging lessons that necessitate rigorous, highlevel thinking.
Parents are participating in a series of Support group sessions called the Emotional Needs of
the Gifted (SENG). These sessions provide parents a forum to discuss their children with other
like-minded parents and gain strategies to best support their needs. The District is forming a
new GATE Advisory Committee. If you are interested in serving in this capacity, please email
mwaggoner@mesaschool.org for more information.

We Love

We love innovative ideas that create
instructional systems that improve
learning outcomes for all students.

We love when all learning styles are
supported and students are challenged
and motivated to succeed.

We love to model life-long learning
through professional development that
enables teachers to meet each student’s
needs and interests.

We love well-rounded students who
demonstrate critical thinking,
imagination, integrity, and compassion to
others.

Mesa Union School District
Vision Statement
Honor the past, live in the present, drive to the future…The Mesa Way!
Mission Statement
The Mission of Mesa Union School District is to provide a safe, nurturing environment that fosters a well-rounded foundation
for life-long successes by educating, inspiring and celebrating the minds of our student community and ensuring a better
future for all.
Core Values
Community
Mesa Union, a transitional kindergarten through eighth grade school district, with deep community roots, rich traditions, and
modern values fostering equitable access for our students and families.
School Climate
Welcoming to a diverse group of families that provides an innovative curriculum with caring teachers who model respect for
self, others, and school; where students are challenged and motivated to succeed/persevere in a warm, friendly atmosphere
where Tigers Care!
Innovation
We embrace change, support teacher and student creativity using technology to stay current with evolving educational
trends. Our staff is committed to the continual advancement of 21st century learners by developing competent readers,
writers, mathematicians; and cultivating scientists, explorers, innovators and masterful communicators.
Academic Excellence
A truly special place where all learning styles are supported and academic excellence is more than just good grades. Teachers
model lifelong learning through professional development enabling them to meet each student’s needs and interests.
The Whole Child
We are committed to meeting the needs of the whole child. We believe students deserve to be healthy, engaged, supported and
challenged through hands-on learning and life experiences focused on developing well-rounded students that demonstrate
critical thinking, imagination, integrity, and compassion to others.

